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Picture of the Week: Laser probe for
critical subcriticals

April 1, 2015

This specialized laser instrument allows Los Alamos scientists to perform sophisticated
nuclear experiments and gather significant amounts of data without a critical mass of
plutonium. The data is used to help validate the extremely complex computer codes
that reside on the laboratory’s world class supercomputers. These codes along with
thousands of experiments conducted across the laboratory allow Laboratory staff and
ultimately the Director to assess the state and health of the Nation’s nuclear deterrent
and report those findings ultimately to the President of the United States.   
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